After years of wars, colonial rule and continual changes in power, the markets of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos
can at last look confidently to the future.

Indochina:

Finally a glimpse of hope

by Thomas Brandli

Lands and people

With a population of about 83 mil-
lion = of which around 71 million
live in Vietnam - and a size about
twice that of Germany, Indochina is
a Buddhist dominated region. The
Khmer and Laotian peoples are very
friendly and polite. Their writing and
colourful Buddhist ceremanies are
close to those of Thailand. Vietnham,
the biggest in size and most popu-
lated country in Indechina, was un-
der direct Chinese control until the
10th century and a vassal state of
China for much of its subsequent
history. The Vietnamese are often
referred to as hard working, busi-
ness-minded people. Because Viet-
nam was a French colony for a long
time, the French language is still
widespread.

Culture

The colossal ruins of 12th century
Angkor Wat in Northern Cambodia
are one of the great wonders of the
world and indisputably one of Asia's
richest cultural assets. Angkor was
built from quarried stone, laid out
on a site of over two square kilome-
ters involving thousands of labou-
rers over a period of 37 years. Ang-
kor Wat is only one of 600 temples
and monuments that are easily ac-
cessible from Siem Reap, the hub of
Cambodia’s tourist industry. A few
hundred kilometers south in Viet-
nam, near Ho Chi Minh City — or
Saigon, as the former South Vietna-
mese capital was called — one can
visit the tunnel network of Cu Chi,
where Morth Vietnamese troops

took shelter from American air raids,

or one may travel to the old Vietna-
mese capital of Hue in central Viet-
nam, where the last Vietnamese
king ruled, These are just a few ex-
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An Itinerant trader sells dried squid and
other delicacies on the embankment of the
Mekong.

amples of the huge tourist potential
offered by Indochina.

Economy...

Vietnam, with its vast natural re-
sources, abundant labour and cheap
land, is widely expected to become
the next "Asian Tiger" and join
ASEAN (the Association of South-
east Asian Nations) in due time. This
is mainly due to "DOI MOI*, the
Vietnamese understanding of
perestroika, which "renovated” and
opened the huge Vietnamese mar-
ket to the outside world, thus put-
ting Vietnam well on the way to be-
Coming an economic power in the
region.












